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March ifti-March 1753]
on which same day, as it chanced, the Acadtmie., after <u>o-m<mths dignified waiting, had in brief terms repeated its order on Konig.1 To which Konig makes no special answer (having as good as answered the day before);—but does silently send off to Switzerland to make inquiries ; and does write once or twice more, when there is occasion for explaining;—always in a clear, sonorous, manfully firm and respectful tone: "That he himself had, or has, no kind of reason to doubt the authenticity of the Leibnitz Letter; that to himself (and, so far as he can judge, to Maupertuis) the question of its authenticity is without special interest;—he, Kb'nig, having thrown it in as a mere marginal illustration, which decides nothing, either for or against the Law of Thrift. That he has, in obedience to the Academy, caused search to be made in Switzerland, especially at Basel, where he judged the chance might lie; hut that of this particular Letter nothing has come to lig-ht ; that he has two other Leibuitz Letters, of indifferent tenor, in the late Heuzi's hand, if these will serve iu aught,3—but what farther can he do?' In short, Konig speaks always in a clear business-like manful tone; the one person that makes a really respectful and respectahle figure in this Controversy of the Infinitely Little. A man whom, viewed from this quiet distance, it seems almost inconceivably absurd to have suspected of forging for so small an object. Oh, my President, that dira regnandi oupido 1—
'Question is, however, What the Academy will do? One Member, "the best Geometer among them'" (whose name is not given, but which the Berlin Academy should write in big letters across this sad Page of their Annals, by way of erasure to the same), 'dissented from the high line of procedure; asserting Konig's innocence in this matter ; nay, hinting agreement with Konig's opinion. But was met by such a storm, that he withdrew from the deliberations ; which henceforth went their own bad course, unanimous though slow. And so the mutter pendulates all through Winter 1761-2, and -was much the theme of idle men.'
Voltaire heard of it vaguely all along; but not with distinctness till the end of July following. As Spring advanced, Maupertuis had fallen ill of lungs,—threatened with spitting of blood (' owing to excess of brandy,' hints the malicious Voltaire, ' which is fashionable at St. Malo,' birthplace of Maupertuis),—and could not farther direct the Academy in
1 December iith, 1751 (ibid. 137).
1 Mauptrttttsiana, No. iv.  155 ; and ibid.  173-192, the two Letters them-